
Christmas Series 2018  
AND GOD CAME NEAR 
Week 1 outline 
12.9.18 

His Presence: Tangible 
“and the word became flesh" 

I. IN THE BEGINNING…  
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning.” (Jn 1:1-2) 

 A. “The Word” 
	 	 1. means: TRUTH at its very heart 
   -”Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” Jn 17:7 
  2. is relational (in perfect relationship “with God” 
  3. is God (one in the same) 
  4. is eternal (rather than created) 

 B. The Why 
WE ARE CREATED TO EXPERIENCE THE PRESENCE OF GOD,  

IN RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ONE WHO CREATED US. 

II. THE OLD SYSTEM: of PRIESTS 
 -Priests functioned as  
 A. Ambassadors on behalf of God 
  1. communicating God’s will and ways to his people,      
 2. reminding God’s people of His covenant that he made with Abraham 
 B. Mediators on behalf of the People 
  1. working as a middle-man in between God and Man,  
  2. offering sacrifices on behalf of the people for the sins of the people 
 C. Officials overseeing a System 
  -waiting for the promise of God to be fulfilled 
  -waiting for the Messiah to come 
  -waiting for salvation to arrive 
  -waiting for restoration 

III. “AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH” 
A. Truth made Tangible 

  “And the word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen   
 His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father,  
  full of grace and truth“ Jn 1:14 



 B. The Proclamation of a Priest (Lk 1:67-75) 
  1. Jesus: our Horn of Salvation 
   who has made God’s presence tangible to us. 
  2. God become flesh… 
   a. to show mercy (rather than punishing as deserved) 
   b. to remember (his promise) 
   c. to rescue (his people) 
   d. to enable (us to serve without fear, in holiness, and righteousness) 
    -without fear: the opposite of faith… fear stops us.  
    -in Jesus’ holiness: set apart, consecrated for special purpose 
      (we are now part of a holy nation) 
    -in Jesus’ righteousness:  (I Cor 1:26-30) 

 C. A Season to Encounter, to Experience, and to Embrace (Hebrews 4:14-16) 
 THIS WEEK MAY WE… 
  1. Encounter the Word become flesh, Jesus Christ 
   -who became the final offering 
   -who’s flesh was broken and blood was shed for us 
   -who set us apart as his royal priesthood 
  
  2. Experience the mercy of our great High Priest, Jesus Christ 
   -we’re now redeemed rather than lost 
   -we live in the hope of the Gospel 
   -we’ve been rescued instead of destroyed 
  
  3. Embrace the call of our Lord, Jesus Christ 
   -who has set us free that we might live as servants, 
     rather than operate out of fear 
   -who enables us to serve with confidence in His holiness and    
   righteousness all the days of our lives 


