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Jesus: Our Cornerstone 
Hard at Work:  

Communicating God’s Love, Clarifying Our Response,  
and Calling Us as Living Proof  

I. Jesus With A Story to the Point: Communicating the extent of God’s love (vs 1-12) 
 God’s Love is:  
 A. Generous (vs 1a) 
  -The owner provides everything needed to produce good fruit. He planted the   
  grapes to harvest, built the wall to protect from damage, made the winepress to   
  produce good wine, and build a watchtower to keep it safe from theft 
 B. Trusting (vs 1b) 
  -The owner rented the vineyard to farmers to be the caretakers. 
 C. Patient (vs 2-8) 
  -The owner waited until harvest time, and sent servant, after servant, after   
  servant, finally sending his son whom he loved. 
 D. Just (vs 9) 
  -The owner will bring correction to his land. 
 E. Merciful (vs 10-11) 
  -He points to yet ANOTHER chance for redemption:  
   -“haven’t you read this passage” 
   -Salvation Is Here! (Psalm 118:22-25) 

22 The stone the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 

23 the Lord has done this, 
    and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 The Lord has done it this very day;  
    let us rejoice today and be glad. 

25 Lord, save us! [HOSANNA] 

GOD OWNS IT ALL, OWES US NOTHING, BUT GIVES US HIS ALL 



II. Jesus and The Greatest Commandment: Clarifying a Response to God’s Love (vs 28-34) 
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 
greater than these.” 

A. Our First Response  
-Love God In Return 

 “We love, because He first loved us” (1 Jn 4:19) 
  1. "With all your heart” 
   -The object of our affection 
  2. “With all your soul” 
   -the consumption of our emotional energy 
  3. “With all your mind” 
   -the occupancy of our thoughts 
  4. “With all your strength” 
   -the expense of our efforts 

B. Our Next Response  
 -Love our Neighbor as Ourself 
 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. (Jn 15:12) 
   

GODS LOVE FOR US ALL, FREES US ALL, TO GIVE OUR ALL 

III. Jesus Keeping Watch: Calling Us as Living Proof of God’s Love (vs 38-44) 
A. Doing it Wrong (vs 38-40) 
 “They like to…” 
 1. “walk around in flowing robes” (vs38a) 
  -rather than loving with all their hearts; their HEARTS are full of selfishness 
 2. “to be greeted with respect in the marketplace” (vs 38b) 
  -rather than loving with all their soul, their SOULS are full of pride 
 3. “have the most important seats in the synagogues” (vs 39a) 
  -rather than loving with all their minds, their MINDS are set on possessiveness  
 4. “and the places of honor at banquets” (vs 39b) 
  -rather than loving with all their strength; their STRENGTH is in their  
   own superiority 
 5. “They devour widow’s houses and for a show make lengthy prayers” 
  -rather than loving their neighbor; they devour the very ones they are called to   
  care for.  



B. Doing it Well (vs 41-44) 
 1. “truly I tell you”  
  -i.e. you can count on this being true in the kingdom of God 
 2. “this poor widow”  
  -the very widow being taken advantage of is the very one closest to my heart 
 3. “has put more into God’s treasury” 
  -God isn’t impressed by the size of the gift, but rather the heart of the giver 
 4. “she, out of her poverty, put in everything- all she had”  
  -she gave her all.  

“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.” (Mt 6:20-21) 

RESPONDING TO A GOOD GOD 
WITH A LIFE OF GREAT GENEROSITY 

BRINGS US GREATER JOY 

IV. Taking Stock: Heart. Soul. Mind. and Strength. 
1. What’s the greatest object of my heart’s affection? 

 2.  What consumes most of my emotional energy? 
  
 3.  What occupies my thought life? 

 4.  Where do I spend my time expending most of my efforts? 
  

GOD OWNS IT ALL, OWES US NOTHING, GIVES HIS ALL, 
AND FREES US TO LIVE GENEROUSLY  

WITH THAT WHICH HE HAS ENTRUSTED TO US.


