
RED LETTER PRAYERS series 
Week 5 outline 
7.28.19 
Luke 23:33-46; Mt 27:45-50 

Prayers From The Cross 

I.  A Prayer of Mercy (Luke 23:33-37) 
 “34 Jesus said, 'Father, forgive them, for they do not know  

what they are doing.’ And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.” 

A. “Father” 
 -in the midst of Jesus’ greatest hour, Jesus’ relationship with the Father is brought 
  to the foreground 
B. “forgive them” 
 -Forgiveness is our greatest need in life, and it’s Jesus’ greatest desire for our lives. 
C. “they know not what they do” 
 -His prayer comes in the midst of the people’s greatest error, 
  NOT after they had changed their minds. 
  
 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,  
 Christ died for us.”   -Romans 5:8 

IN HIS PRAYER OF MERCY, JESUS AUTHENTICATES HIS PASSION. 

II. A Prayer of Lament (Matthew 27:45-50) 
 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema           

sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 

A. “My God, My God” 
 1. Jesus cries out to the Father 
B. “Why have you forsaken me?” 
 1. At that moment, Jesus’ humanity was fully present 
 2. At that moment, Jesus felt the weight of the sins of the world on his shoulders 
   “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might   
  become the righteousness of God.”  -2 Cor 5:21 

 3. At that moment, Jesus turns to the power of Scripture  
   Psalm 22 

IN HIS PRAYER OF LAMENT, JESUS ASSERTS HIS PURPOSE.  



III. A Prayer of Surrender (Luke 23:44-46) 
 “46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’ 

When he had said this, he breathed his last.” 

A. “Father, into your hands” 
 -Jesus confesses his total trust in God’s will and provision rather than his own. 
B. “ I commit my spirit” 
 -to entrust, to place in a very up-close-and-personal way 

IN HIS PRAYER OF SURRENDER, JESUS ACKNOWLEDGES HIS PROVISION. 

IV. A Response of Assurance (Luke 23:38-43) 
“42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

A. “Truly I tell you” 
 -I  Promise! You can count on this to be trustworthy. Let it be so now" 
B. “Today” 
 -I promise, you don’t have to wait.  
C. “with me” 
 -I promise, you will forever be in relationship with me” 
D. “in paradise” 
 -I promise, heaven is a paradise and you’re gonna love it!” 

IN HIS RESPONSE OF ASSURANCE, JESUS AFFIRMS OUR PROMISE. 

JESUS ON THE CROSS: 
AUTHENTICATES HIS PASSION, 

ASSERTS HIS PURPOSE, 
ACKNOWLEDGES HIS PROVISION, 

& AFFIRMS OUR PROMISE. 


