
 

Rockbridge Church Small Groups Lesson 10 
Mark 10 – Real Jesus (Read Mark 10) 

Questions: 
1.  What do you see in Mark 10 that helps you know what Jesus is like? 

2.  In what ways do you see Jesus hard at work, on a mission, with a purpose, loving 
people? 

3.  What one thing about Jesus stands out to you in this chapter? (What about Jesus 
astonishes you, amazes you, challenges you or comforts you?) 

4.  In Mark 10, who encounters Jesus, and how do they respond to Him?  

5.  How are you responding to the Jesus you encountered in Mark 10? 

6.  What was most instructive, and what did you appreciate most from Sunday’s 
sermon? 

Check out the additional notes on Being A Servant on the next page.Being a Servant 



Being a Servant 
Mark 10:35-45 

James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, we want You to  
do whatever we ask of You” . . . Jesus said to the, “For even the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

Read Mark 10:35-45. The opening demand by the sons of Zebedee (“we want You to do 
whatever we ask”) and the closing statement by Jesus (“the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many”) could not be more antithetical. 
Two worldviews collide in these statements — one self-absorbed, and the other selfless and 
self-giving. James and John wanted to sit on thrones with recognition and power and glory. 
Jesus knows He must hang on a cross in weakness and shame. They express opposite 
ambitions. Let’s dig a little deeper. 

First, there is the difference between selfish ambition and sacrifice. The brothers’ demand 
surely qualifies as the worst, most blatantly self-centered prayer ever prayed. They seem to 
have anticipated that there would be a mad scramble for the most honored seats in the 
kingdom, so they decided to get ahead of everyone else with an advance reservation. It is the 
exact opposite of true prayer, whose purpose is never to bend God’s will to ours, but always to 
bend our will to His. The world (and even the church) is full of the spirit of James and John — 
go-getters and status seekers, hungry for honor and prestige, dreaming of recognition. We can 
be aggressively ambitious for ourselves! 

How different it is to take up our cross and live a self-sacrificing life. Philippians 2 tells us that 
Jesus, rather than considering His status and privilege (of which He was totally worthy) 
something to be held onto, emptied Himself and became a Servant — even dying our death in 
order “to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Hebrews 9:26). For us, the way of the Cross 
is the way of sacrifice. 

Second, there is a difference between power and service.  James and John were hoping for 
power as well as honor. They wanted thrones — a place from which to rule, and to lord their 
power over people under them. Our world also loves power. But that is incompatible with the 
Cross — “but it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to be great among you shall be 
your servant” (Mark 10:43). The new church Jesus would build would be organized around a 
different way of leading — humble service, not oppressive power. Jesus modeled it for us! 

And third, there is a difference between comfort and suffering. James and John wanted 
comfortable security in addition to honor and power. And in our generation we still regard 
security as our birthright, and “safety first” as a prudent motto. Shouldn’t we, like Jesus, be 
prepared to put compassion before comfort, service before security, and hardship before ease?  
To follow Jesus is always to accept at least a measure of uncertainty, danger and rejection for 
His sake and for the gospel.  Every generation faces the choice between the way of the crowd 
and the way of the Cross. Let it be said of RbC that we chose the way of the Cross. 

(Adapted and abridged from The Cross of Christ, by John Stott)


