
Uncommon Life Series 
Week 4 notes 
9.18.22 
Luke 15:25-32 

HOW TO MISS OUT ON WHAT’S DESERVED 

I. Wanting What We Deserve: An Elder Son’s Perfect Picture of Entitlement 

The Elder Son Has A: 
1. Narcissistic Tendency: “Look!”:  
  -Entitlement makes us place our trust in ourselves 
2. Temporary Perspective: “All these years” 
  -Entitlement causes us to fixate on the temporary 
3. Distorted Identity: “I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders" 
  -Entitlement makes us misconstrue our relationship with God    
4. Scarcity Mentality: “Yet you never gave me even a young goat” 
  -Entitlement makes us dissatisfied with what we have been given 
5. Outsider Personality: “But when this son of yours” 
  -Entitlement severs our connection to our local church family 
6. Judgmental Spirit: “who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home” 
  -Entitlement makes us quick to judge 
7. Ungenerous Habits: “you kill the fattened calf for him!” 
  -Entitlement makes us begrudgingly ungenerous 

THIS IS NOT A LIFE WE WERE CREATED FOR 
AN UNCOMMON LIFE AWAITS US 

II. How to Miss Out On What We Really Deserve: The Uncommon Life through the Gospel   
 (Eph 2:1-10) 

 A. On our own  (Eph 2:1-3) 
  -Dead in our transgressions and sins 
  -Without Christ, we deserve of God’s righteous judgment 
 B. In Christ (Eph 2:4-10) 
  -because of God’s great love and rich mercy 
  -we who deserve death are made alive 
  -not because we had earned it, but precisely while we were unable to earn it   
   “even while we were dead in transgressions” 
  -it’s by grace we have been saved, raised, seated, and showing the    
   incomparable riches of his grace 



III. The Fathers Response: Leaving Entitlement and Living in Christ 

The Father Pleads… 
1. He Reminds Him of His Identity: “My Son”  (Eph 1:4-8) 
 -We “behold” Christ and the power of the Gospel that transforms us inside to out 
 -We’re not slaves, we’re His children, adopted into His family through Christ 

2. He Corrects His Perspective: “you are ALWAYS with me” 
 -He gives us the eternal kingdom-minded perspective of the “always” 
  

PERCEIVING GOD’S ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE 
MEANS LIVING FOR HIS KINGDOM NOT OUR OWN  

3. He Explains His Provision: “everything I have is yours” 
 -we operate out of God’s abundance not scarcity 

UNITL WE BELIEVE ALL GOD HAS IS OURS  
WE WILL NEVER LIVE LIKE ALL WE HAVE IS HIS 

4. He Invites Him into Participation:“we had to celebrate and be glad” 
 -we celebrate with the family: participating in God’s household 
 -we celebrate in the party: participating in God’s extravagant generosity 
 -we celebrate with gladness: [chairo: to rejoice] 
   -root word [charos: grace] 
  -reveling in God’s extravagant grace 

RECEIVING HIS EXTRAVAGANT GRACE  
MEANS LIVING WITH HIS EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY   


