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Jesus our Good Farmer 

I. Working, Wishing and Wanting 
A. What unimportant or temporary distracts us from the important and eternal? 

• Worrying over things we can’t control 
• Wishing we were just a little bit richer 
• Wanting the stuff we think we deserve 

B. Some things never change 
People were struggling with the same distractions 2000 years ago 

II. A Farmer’s Seed (Mark 4:1-20) 
A. A story on the surface (vv 1-9) 

• Paths 
• Rocky ground 
• Thorny places 
• Good soil 

B. A parable explained (vv 10-20) 
• Seed eaten off the path by birds: Satan steals it 
• Seed that sprang up in rocky ground: no root 
• Seed that was choked out by thorns 

o Worries of life 
o Deceitfulness of wealth 
o Desire for other things 

• Seed sown in good soil: produces a crop 

III. Amending the Soil 
A. Good dirt 

• Breathes 
• Is living 
• Holds the right amount of moisture 
• Has the right pH balance 

B. The Good Farmer 
It’s the farmer who does the hard work 

So…who’s the farmer? 



JESUS IS OUR FARMER: WHO BREAKS UP THE HARD-PACK OF OUR HEARTS, FIRMS UP THE 
SEED BED FOR OUR SOUL, AND PULLS UP THE WEEDS IN OUR LIVES. 

C. Becoming Fruitful Soil 
Our job as soil is clear 
Mark 4:20: “But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word 
and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 
• Position ourselves to hear the Word 
• Commit ourselves to apply the Word  
• Invest ourselves to share the Word 

IV. The Farmer and the Weather (Mk 4:35-41) 
The farmer does the heavy lifting – breaks up the soil, plants the seed, reaps the 

harvest… 
The only thing the farmer in this story can’t control is the weather… 
   …OR CAN HE?! (Mark 4:35-41) 

• Teacher, don’t you care if we drown? 
• Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith? 
• Who is this, that the wind and the waves obey him?


