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Gospel Community Distinctive #2: Unconditionally Forgiving 
Embodying Forgiveness Together Through the Son 

I. Dethroning the Perfect Trifecta of Fake Community 
A. Survival Mode 

 1. Bringing Home the Bacon 
  The self-reliant: Prideful people saying “I’m good enough on my own” 

 2. Climbing the Ladder  
  The self-absorbed: Narcissistic people saying “I may not be good, but at least  
  I’m better than him.” 
  
 3. Locking the Door 
  The self-preserved: Fearful people saying “I may not be better than him, but at  
  least I won’t get hurt by you” 

BUT WE WEREN’T MEANT TO JUST SURVIVE 
WE WERE MEANT TO THRIVE 

 B.  Gospel Community Distinctive #1: Shamelessly Dependent 
  Dethroning the trifecta begins with embracing our dependence in the Father 
   
II. CHOOSING FORGIVENESS  

Gospel Community Distinctive #2: UNCONDITIONALLY FORGIVING 
A PEOPLE MOVED BY GRACE 

FREED FROM FEAR AND INTO FAITH 
EMBODYING FORGIVENESS TOGETHER THROUGH THE SON 

 A. Forgiveness Received 
  1. It starts with the Father (Eph. 1:3-6) 
  2. It’s complete in the Son (Eph. 1:7) 
  3. It continues in us (Eph. 4:31-32) 

 Forgiveness is our greatest need, totally unattainable on our own, freely given through  
 Christ, and is completely life changing. 

 B. Forgiveness Defined 
  1. What it doesn’t mean: 
   -“trying to forget” a wrong done 
   -saying what was done is “okay” 



   -saying there are no consequences for the offense 
  2. What it does mean: 
   -admitting I’m injured/hurt, but-  
   -choosing to stop my resentment and anger focused on the offender 
   -saying, “I give up my desire to issue justice and release it to   
   Christ, who is the Judge” (Jn. 5:22) 

FORGIVENESS IS A CHOICE MADE THROUGH FAITH 
NOT AN OUTCOME PRODUCED THROUGH EMOTION 

 C. Forgiveness Released 
  1. The Consequences of Holding On  
   -Root of bitterness (Heb. 12:15) 

WITHOLDING FORGIVENESS CHAINS US TO THE OFFENSE 
AND DOES NOTHING TO PUNISH THE OFFENDER 

What we really say when we refuse to forgive is, “The finished work of Jesus on the cross really 
isn’t finished…it’s not enough…there is more payment required. 

  2. The Navigation of Letting Go (Mt. 18:15-35) 
  Leading towards forgiveness, not condemnation:   
   a. just the two of us 
   b. one or two others 
   c. church leadership 
   d. pagans and tax collectors 
    How did Jesus treat pagans and tax collectors?  
     (Mk. 2:16-17, Mt. 11:18-19) 

III. Unlocking the Door 
 Stepping out of the chains of bitterness and into the forgiveness offered through Jesus 

A. Get Honest 
 Ask yourself, “Has someone truly sinned against me, or have I actually chosen to be offended?“ 

 B. Let Go 
 Confess and receive forgiveness for holding on to this offense rather than letting it go. 

 C. Relinquish Control 
 Choose to hand the role of Judge back to its rightful owner: Jesus Christ. 

 D. Speak it Out 
 Specifically and audibly offer forgiveness toward the one who offended you. 



 E. Choose to Bless 
 Make the choice to pray blessings, not speak curses, for the one who offended you. 

 F. Get some Rest 
 Abide in your own undeserved and complete forgiveness received through Christ. 

 G. Rinse and Repeat 
 Remember forgiveness is an act of faith, not feeling. As we choose obedience through   
 extending forgiveness, God does the work of changing our hearts. 


