
Red Letter Prayers series 
Week 8 outline 
John 17:20-25 

“That They May Be Brought To Complete Unity” 
WHERE THERE IS UNITY IN THE CHURCH… 

JESUS IS MADE KNOWN, PEOPLE TAKE NOTICE, AND GOD IS GLORIFIED 

20  “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be 
in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave 
me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 
complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me. 
24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you 
have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you,  I know you, and they know that you have 
sent me. 26 I have made you[e] known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love 
you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 

I. From Where Does It Originate? 
A. Where We Sometimes Think It Comes From: 
 1. The Absences of Conflict 
  and/or 
 2. The Presence of Empathy 

B.  What Jesus Says (Jn 17:21) 
“21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us” 

 1. Oneness originates from the very relationship of God himself. 
  -God the Father, God the Son, & God the Spirit live in perfect unity and oneness  

COMPLETE UNITY IS COMPLETELY UNIQUE 

II. How is It Different? 
A. What We Sometimes Think It’s Achieved Through: 
 1. The Practice of Exclusivity 
  and/or 
 2. The Desire for Inclusivity 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jn+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26786e


B. What Jesus Says (Jn 17:23) 
  “23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.” 
  
 1. Oneness is perfected by CHRIST IN US.   

COMPLETE UNITY IS COMPLETELY MIRACULOUS  

III. What’s its Purpose? 
A. What We Sometimes Think It’s Meant For: 
 1. Comfort 
 2. Peace 
 3. Productivity 

B. What Jesus Says (Jn 17:23) 
23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will 
know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

 1. Oneness is a proclamation of the Gospel. 
   

COMPLETE UNITY IS COMPLETELY LIFE CHANGING 

IV. Answering Jesus’ Prayer 
 1. Is my life being continually shaped by the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 

 2. Do our relationships reflect God’s Spirit at work in our hearts and lives? 

 3. Will we invest with integrity and impact for the hope found in the Gospel?  

WHERE THERE IS UNITY IN THE CHURCH… 
JESUS IS MADE KNOWN, PEOPLE TAKE NOTICE, AND GOD IS GLORIFIED


